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The Ornithological Council is a consortium 
of scientific societies of ornithologists; these 
societies span the Western Hemisphere and 
the research conducted by their members 
spans the globe. Their cumulative expertise 
c o m p r i s e s t h e k n o w l e d g e t h a t i s 
fundamental and essential to science-based 
bird conservation and management.

Our member societies are: 

✦ Association of Field Ornithologists 
✦ Birds Caribbean 
✦ CIPAMEX: Sociedad para el Estudio y       
Conservación de las Aves en México 
✦ Neotropical Ornithological Society 
✦ North American Crane Working Group 
✦ Pacific Seabird Group 
✦ Raptor Research Foundation 
✦ Waterbird Society 
✦ Wilson Ornithological Society
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Finances 

July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021 

Income 

Society contributions:   $42,749 

Individual donations:    $7,096 

Total:                                 $49,845 

Expenses  

Salary-related:        $65,727 

Administrative:      $2,922 

Total :                             $68,649 

The OC maintains a reserve 
fund, which was used to cover 
the difference between income 
and expenses in FY20-21. 

The OC is financially supported 
by our member societies and the 
individual ornithologists who 
value our work.  

If our resources are valuable to 
you, please consider donating 
to the OC at BIRDNET.org.

http://birdnet.org
http://www.BIRDNET.org


2021 Highlights 
Promoting ornithological science  

Successfully nominated Dr. William Bowerman, current OC Vice Chair, to the Institute for 
Laboratory Animal Research’s Standing Committee for the Care and Use of Animals in 
Research, which will guide future updates to the Guide for the Care and Use of Animals in 
Research, the primary guidance document for animal researchers. 
 
Cooperated with the Institute for Laboratory Animal Research to plan a  free virtual 
workshop for early 2022. “Discussing and Understanding Animal Welfare 
Challenges in Research and Education on Wildlife, Non-
Model Animal Species, and Biodiversity” will take place 
February 9-10, 2022.  

Submitted letters and comments on:   
✦  the implementation of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
✦  the Centers for Disease Control’s import requirements 
✦  the Department of the Interior’s ban on drone use 

Assisting ornithologists 

Provided individual assistance to ornithologists on a 
variety of permitting and animal welfare issues. 

Met several times  with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and with APHIS regarding the implementation of their 
new online permitting systems. 

Surveyed ornithologists, in cooperation with the co-
chairs of the American Ornithological Society’s 
Collections Committee, to gain insight into the issuance 
of import permits by the USFWS. 
  
Educating professionals and the public 

Continued to update the Guidelines to the Use of Wild Birds in Research, to include new 
references published since the 2010 publication of the current edition.  

Published more than 50 articles on the Ornithology Exchange, on various topics of interest 
to ornithologists and shared links to these articles on social media. 
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Our Mission 

The OC seeks to: 

✦ Ensure that the best 
ornithological science 
is incorporated into 
legislative, regulatory, 
and management 
decisions that affect 
birds 

✦ Enhance the ability of 
ornithologists to 
pursue professional 
activities 

✦ Promote the influence 
of ornithology in 
public affairs

http://www.BIRDNET.org
https://ornithologyexchange.org/forums/forum/88-news-from-the-ornithological-council/
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