
2021 Transition Recommendations 

The Ornithological Council is a consortium of 10 scientific societies of ornithologists; these societies 
span the Western Hemisphere and the research conducted by their members spans the globe. Their 
cumulative expertise comprises the knowledge that is essential to science-based bird conservation and 
management. 

The Ornithological Council seeks to: 
• Ensure that the best ornithological science is incorporated into legislative, regulatory, and 

management decisions that affect birds 
• Enhance the ability of ornithologists to pursue professional activities  
• Promote the influence of ornithology in public affairs 

We offer the following suggestions to the incoming administration for actions they can take to 
strengthen science, support ornithological research, and empower ornithology professionals.  

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Restore previous policy for incidental take under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. The USFWS 
should resume the practice used by the agency prior to November 2016 that entailed interacting with 
industry to identify best practices to reduce or avoid avian mortality, conditioning avoidance of 
enforcement upon participation in the process and implementation of such practices. 

Publish long-outstanding rules and regulations such as: 

 The draft rule regarding the use of unmanned aerial vehicles under the Aerial Hunting   
 Act. In 2018, the Ornithological Council requested that the Department of the Interior offer   
 guidance on the use of drones for wildlife research, and then petitioned the Department of the   
 Interior requesting that it develop undertake a rule-making to modify the AHA regulations to   
 allow the use of drones for wildlife research.  

 The regulations implementing the latest CoPs of CITES regs.  The USFWS publishes    
 regulations that implement the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild  
 Fauna and Flora (CITES) by incorporating certain provisions adopted at the meetings of the   



 Conference of the Parties (CoP) to CITES and clarifying and updating certain other provisions.   
 These were last issued in 2014 after the 15th CoP and have not been issued for  CoP16, CoP17, or  
 CoP18. The OC has requested changes to CITES processes that will be addressed by these    
 regulations.  

 The regulations updating the Wild Bird Conservation Act regulations. The regulations    
 implementing the WBCA have not been updated since its enactment 20 years ago, although a   
 rule-making to do so has been in progress since at least 2009.   

Continue implementation of the new online permitting system. Launched in September 2020, the 
new online permitting system eases the paperwork burden on permit applicants and should also 
improve workflow for USFWS staff and processing time for applications. The USFWS should continue 
implementing the new epermit system in 2021.  

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  & U.S. Geological Survey 

Update the bird banding regulations. The USFWS and the USGS should work together on an update 
of the regulations governing bird banding. Both agencies should also develop or update thorough 
standard operating procedures for permitting under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and other statutes.  

Centers for Disease Control 

Assess the scientific basis for the Import Permit Program requirements. In January, 2020, the 
Ornithological Council requested that the CDC undertake a scientific review and/or risk analysis for its 
import policy for infectious biological materials, which currently has requirements for certification and 
treatment that are unclear and undefined. 


