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The Ornithological Council is a consortium of 
10 scientific societies of ornithologists; these 
societies span the Western Hemisphere and 
the research conducted by their members 
spans the globe. Their cumulative expertise 
comprises the knowledge that is fundamental 
and essential to science-based bird 
conservation and management.

Our member societies are: 
✦Association of Field Ornithologists 
✦Birds Caribbean 
✦CIPAMEX: Sociedad para el Estudio y Conservación      
de las Aves en México 
✦Neotropical Ornithological Society 
✦North American Crane Working Group 
✦Pacific Seabird Group 
✦Raptor Research Foundation 
✦Society of Canadian Ornithologists / Société 
des Ornithologistes du Canada 
✦Waterbird Society 
✦Wilson Ornithological Society

The Ornithological Council seeks to: 
✦Ensure that the best ornithological science is 
incorporated into legislative, regulatory, and 
management decisions that affect birds 
✦Enhance the ability of ornithologists to pursue 
professional activities  
✦Promote the influence of ornithology in public affairs 
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The OC’s Staff 

In 2020, longtime executive 
director Ellen Paul retired from 
the OC. During her tenure, Paul 
was instrumental in building 
the OC into a formidable voice 
for ornithologists. She also 
personally assisted countless 
ornithologists thanks to her 
bottomless knowledge of the 
permitting and animal welfare 
issues facing the ornithological 
community. She will be missed! 

In April, Laura Bies was hired to 
replace Paul as executive 
director, in a half-time capacity. 
Bies has a B.S. in environmental 
science and J.D. from George 
Washington University, where 
she concentrated on environ-
mental law.   

Bies previously worked at The 
Wildlife Society, where she was 
the director of government 
affairs.  She has also worked as 

a government affairs 
consultant and 

freelance 
writer.   

Bies lives in 
Washington, D.C.,   

with her family.

http://www.BIRDNET.org


2020 Highlights 
Promoting ornithological science 

Submitted comments on:   
✦ the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s new interpretation of 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
✦ the USDA’s definition of “field study” within the context of 
the Animal Welfare Act 
✦ the USDA’s pending regulation of birds “not bred for 
research” under the Animal Welfare Act 
✦ the American Veterinary Medicine Association’s 
Guidelines for the Euthanasia of Animals  

Nominated two ornithologists for the Institute for 
Laboratory Animal Research’s new Standing Committee for 
the Care and Use of Animals in Research 

Assisting ornithologists 

Published an updated version of A Guide to the Processes 
and Procedures for Importing Bird Products into the United 
State for Scientific Research and Display, which provides a 
step-by-step guide for ornithologists importing birds or 
bird products into the U.S. for research and display 

Provided individual assistance to dozens of ornithologists 
on a variety of permitting and animal welfare issues 

Educating professionals and the public 

Published nearly 30 articles on the Ornithology Exchange  

Increased our social media presence 

Updated the fact sheets available on the OC website, 
BIRDNET.org. Now available:  
✦Avian influenza and West Nile virus 
✦Rapid Cardiac Compression 
✦The Use of Drones to Study Birds 
✦Scientific Collecting
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Finances 

The Ornithological Council 
operates on a July 1 to June 30 
fiscal year. The following  figures 
refer to FY 2019-2020 (July 1, 
2019 - June 30, 2020). 

Income 

Society contributions:   $95,187 

Individual donations:    $4,926 

Carryover from ’18-’19:  $4,979 

Total:                             $105,092 

Expenses  

Salary-related:     $110,304 

Administrative:        $3,237 

Member meetings:       $371 

Total :                            $113,912 

Expenses out-paced income in 
2020 because in July, the 
American Ornithological 
Society withdrew its support 
from the OC. In addition, the 
staff transition required 
additional expenses.  The OC 
maintains a reserve fund, which 
was used to cover the excess 
expenditures in FY ’19-’20.  

The OC is financially supported 
by our 10 member societies and 
the individual ornithologists 
who value our work. If our 
resources are valuable to you, 
please consider joining one of 
our member societies or 
donating directly at 
BIRDNET.org.
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